CHAPTER IX
AFFILIATION APPLICATIONS

PRIVATE AGREEMENTS

BASTARDY cases are often settled by private
agreement. The father admits paternity and agrees
to pay so much weekly to the mother for the
maintenance and upbringing of the child. A
formal agreement is then drawn up and signed by
the parties. Such agreements are only enforceable
in the county courts and are therefore not so
readily and cheaply enforced as a police court
order. On the other hand the maximum order that
a court can make is 20s. weekly and if the father
is well-to-do he may be willing to pay a good deal
more than this. It must be remembered, too, that
the police court hearing often involves much
undesired publicity.

An agreement is not a bar to subsequent police
court proceedings even though it expressly stipu-
lates that such proceedings shall not be taken.
Further it may be used by the mother as corrobora-
tive evidence.

POLICE COURT APPLICATIONS

The principal Act under which affiliation pro-
ceedings are brought before the magistrates is the
Bastardy Laws Amendment Act, 1872. The Sum-
mary Jurisdiction Acts do not apply to them except
for certain provisions relating to the recovery of
arrears after an order is made, appeals and service
of process.
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